
2021 High School Summer Reading
All students entering grades 9-12 will 

▸ select at least one book to read that focuses on the thematic 
topic of Standing Up and Speaking Out

▸ complete note-taking assignment 
▸ participate in group discussions in ELA classes in September
▸ students in Honors/AP will read an additional assigned text



Book Choices

Nevertheless, We Persisted: 48 Voices of Defiance, Strength, and 
Courage, forward by Amy Klobuchar

A powerful collection of essays from actors, activists, athletes, politicians, 
musicians, writers, and teens, each writing about a time in their youth when 
they were held back because of their race, gender, or sexual identity—but 
persisted. These personal reflections address mature topics, such as sexual 
issues, racism, sexism, homophobia and classism. 



White Rose by Kip Wilson

Disillusioned by the propaganda of Nazi Germany, Sophie Scholl formed the 
White Rose, a group that wrote and distributed anonymous letters criticizing 
the Nazi regime and calling for action from their fellow German citizens.  
This historical story of the Nazi resistance group includes discriminatory 
language and the death of central characters. 
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The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater

If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both 
were high school students from Oakland, California, but they inhabited 
different worlds. A single reckless act leaves Sasha severely burned, and 
Richard charged with hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. The text 
includes a depiction of a violent crime, as well as some discriminatory and 
adult language.
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Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man by Emmanuel Acho

Emmanual Acho takes on all the questions many white Americans are afraid 
to ask―yet which all Americans need the answers to, now more than ever. 
With open-hearted generosity, Acho explains the core of concepts as white 
privilege, the “N-word,” cultural appropriation, and “reverse racism.” This 
candid discussion of race issues includes discriminatory language. 
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They Called Us Enemy by George Takei

Takei shares his firsthand account of life in Japanese Internment Camps, the 
joys and terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his mother's hard 
choices, his father's faith in democracy, and the way those experiences 
planted the seeds for his astonishing future. This personal story of Japanese 
Internment camps includes discriminatory language.
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The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness     
by Michelle Alexander

Jim Crow laws were eliminated years ago, but a high percentage of African 
Americans are warehoused in prisons or trapped in a parallel society, denied 
basic rights—including the right to vote; the right to serve on juries; and the 
right to be free of legal discrimination in employment, housing, access to 
education and public benefits. This text challenges all of us to place mass 
incarceration at the forefront of the movement for racial justice.
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Watch Us Rise by Renee Watson

Jasmine and Chelsea are on a mission--they're sick of the way women are 
treated at their NYC high school, so they start a Women's Rights Club. They 
post their work online and soon go viral. When things escalate, the principal 
shuts the club down. Jasmine and Chelsea will risk everything for their voices 
to be heard. This compelling book also includes the death of a parent. 
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Requirements for Honors & AP

9th Grade Honors

The Book Thief  
by Markus Zusak

10th Grade Honors

Fahrenheit 451
by Ray Bradbury

11th Grade AP

The Grapes of Wrath
by John Steinbeck

12th Grade AP

Gulliver’s Travels
by Jonathan Swift



Selecting the Right Book

Review the choices and select the book that is right for you to read and discuss with family and friends. 

Teacher Book Talks

High school teachers share their 
insight and thoughts about each 
of the summer reading choice 
books.

Book Guide for Readers

This document includes brief 
synopsis, age recommendations 
and professional reviews of each 
summer reading choice book.

Teachingbooks.net

This site offers supporting 
resources for each book, author 
interviews and more.

Username: chclc        Password: books

https://sites.google.com/chclc.org/cherry-hill-summer-reading/high-school/teacher-book-talks
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-qBcgLfqGcOGI1HZXlKwY4Bpyapv9pY6GlQM0lO_vrU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.teachingbooks.net/qlujicc


How Do I Get a Copy?

Digital copies are available on Sora. 

▸

Books are also available at these locations:

Cherry Hill Public Library      (856) 667-0300
www.chplnj.org

Inkwood Books, Haddonfield      (856)429-1298
https://shop.inkwoodnj.com/chps-summer-reading-2021
Use coupon code CHPS21 for 20% off summer reading books!

Barnes & Noble      (856)486-1492
www.barnesandnoble.com 

▸ Go to soraapp.com (or download the 
app on your phone).

▸ Select Cherry Hill Township Schools.
▸ Sign in using your @chclc.org 

username and password. 
▸ Use the Explore tab on the bottom to 

search for the title.

http://www.chplnj.org
https://shop.inkwoodnj.com/chps-summer-reading-2021
http://www.barnesandnoble.com


Summer Reading Assignment

▸ Notes must cover the entire length of the text. 

▸ Notes must include textual evidence (include 
page number) and your thoughts and analysis.

▸ Notes may be typed or handwritten. You must 
have a hard copy to use in class by the second 
day of school. 

Points 4 2 0

Content Notes are 
thorough and 
reflective, and 
appear to cover 
the full length of 
the text. 

Notes are 
somewhat 
thorough and 
reflective, and 
appear to cover 
some of the text.

Student did not 
complete or 
submit notes. 

You may choose how you format your notes, but your notes must fulfill the following requirements:

Scoring Rubric



Guiding Questions

Thematic Topic: Standing up and Speaking Out 

Guiding Questions
● What does it mean to stand up and speak out? 
● How do people decide when to speak out and when to stay silent?
● What happens when people cannot speak out or share their voice?
● What happens when people are listened to? What happens when 

people are not listened to?
● How can writing and other forms of creative expression be used to 

raise awareness about injustice or unfairness?



Two-Column Notes

▸ Using a two-column format, engage in a written 
dialogue with the text as you read. 

▸ In the left-hand column, write the important text. 

▸ In the right-hand column, respond to the text. This 
is where you can include reflections, analysis and 
explanations of how the text connects to the 
thematic questions. 



In-Text Annotations

▸ Record your notes directly in the book or on post-it notes, reflecting how the text connects to the guiding 
questions. You will need to bring the book with notes in September.



Outline

▸ Create a structured outline focused 
on the theme and supported with 
textual evidence. 

▸ You can choose how to organize your 
outline. It may be helpful to organize 
it based on the plot or by guiding 
questions.



Mind Mapping / Sketchnotes

▸ Create a visual representation of text, characters, and  plot episodes that connect to the guiding questions. 
▸ Use lines, arrows, bubbles and/or sketches to link notes back to the questions. 


